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The lowly carfr may be our
smartest and most challenging freshwater gamefish.
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DAVE WHITLOCK

ET's CREATE & SUPER-FISH for fly fishing in the 21st
Century. It should be smart, selective, strong, fast,
almost indestructible, and plentiful in cold, cool,
wiarm, and tropical waters from Coast to coast and
border o border. This super-fish should pever
 nccd stocking, must ooexist peacefully with other
gamefish, feed on flies from top o bottom, and be as col-
orful a5 a Snake River cutthroat. Such a mysterions wion-
derfish would be as valuable as gold, so we should call i
something special; how about the “Golden Ghose?™
What fish could we cross to develop such o magnifi-
cent super-hybrid? How about first crossing a bonefish
with a permit for speed, strength, wariness, selectivit
and prestige? For durability, let's cross this “perbone”
with a redfish and a eutthroat for brilliang color, ability
to live in warm or cold waters, and a distince willing-
ness o fecd from wop o bottom on flies abhat imicate
almost every conceivable natural food.
There's stll one more ability thar this wonderful fish
needs o posses: the ability o survive man's pollution.
Resistance to acid rain, PCBS, heavy met-
als, siltation, and oxypen depletion, as
well-as disease and parasites, would e a
distinct advantage. Tt looks like we'd
have o find a stainbess-steel fish for the
fimal hvbridization. The crazy twist to
this fantasy fish idcea is that nature has
already evolved it foc s, and it bas Tived
in the United States for well over 100
vears, It's been in Burope and in its
native Asia much longer. This incredible
fish is the carp, and I'm coming out of
the closet to tell you that I've been qui-
cily fly fishing for this “golden ghost”
for over 50 years,
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